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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

My name is Jennifer Smith and I am thrilled to be 

serving as President of SBWL for 2017. I have served 

as a SBWL board member since 2013 and it has been 

wonderful to see the organization change and evolve 

over the years. You will often find me in Goleta or at 

the UCSB campus. I work in Employee & Labor 

Relations at UCSB and also serve as a Goleta City 

Planning Commissioner. I am deeply committed to a 

career in public service.  

 

This year, I have several goals for SBWL. First, we 

plan to increase our membership. If you have not 

renewed for 2017, please complete and return the 

membership application on page 9 of this newsletter 

or visit our website and get your application in today! 

Second, we will be hosting a few fun and informal 

networking events in addition to our mentoring circles. 

Third, we plan to do an update of our website and look 

for ways to make our site more user friendly and 

functional for our members.  Overall, my goal is to 

ensure that you are getting good value for your 

membership dollars. Please do not hesitate to contact 

me with comments or feedback as the year unfolds.  

 

The SBWL Foundation is being led this year by Kate 

McGuinness.   Make sure to join us for the SBWL 

Foundation’s Annual Scholarship Luncheon on March 

22, 2017.   Tickets can be purchased online through 

our website and RSVPs must be received by March 17. 
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We will also be leading the 7th Annual Food From the Bar drive this summer, so keep an eye out 

for future sponsorship opportunities. We are in the process of adding members to mentoring 

circles and building at least one new circle. Our legal education committee is planning future 

MCLE events on Immigration topics in coordination with Legal Aid Foundation of SB County and 

the Santa Barbara Progressive Coalition.  

 

Did you know that SBWL has a judicial evaluation process? Our founding mothers recognized 

that lack of women in the local judiciary was a serious problem and due to their efforts, several 

SBWL alums serve as judicial officers today. Members of our judicial committee recently met 

with members of Women Lawyers of Ventura County (WLVC) to let them know more about our 

process as WLVC considers establishing its own judicial evaluation process. WLVC board 

members anticipate that several openings will come available in the next 1-2 years.  Thanks to 

Jill Friedman for helping to arrange this meeting.  

 

Finally, save the date for our annual dinner on Monday, December 11th at the Santa Barbara 

Club. It’s never too early to get this important event on your calendar.  

 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer R. Smith 

SBWL President  

Email: jrsmith98@gmail.com  

 

 

SBWL CALL TO ACTION 

 
SBWL is proud to be working with Legal Aid Director Molora Vadnais to help organize Family 

Preparedness Plan Workshops that will occur in the coming weeks.  These are community 

trainings offered to immigrant communities, focusing on family planning in case of deportation, 

including succession planning, child care, and obtaining power of attorney.  To get involved and 

provide pro bono services, email danielle.de.smeth@gmail.com  Upcoming workshops include: 

 

• Workshop 1: 3/15/17, 5:00-8:00, La Casa De La Raza, 601 E. Montecito Street.  

o Email Amy Tobin to RSVP at aztobin50@gmail.com 

• Workshop 2: 3/18/17, 11:30-2:30, Our Lady of Guadalupe, 227 N. Nopal Street.  

o Email Amy Tobin to RSVP at aztobin50@gmail.com 

• CAUSE will host video conference of ACLU Nationwide Resistance Training on March 11, 

1:30-4:00 at CAUSE, 126 E. Haley St. #A12.  Live stream runs 2:00-3:00.   

o Email to Joan Vignocchi to RSVP at joan@sbhockey.com 

mailto:jrsmith98@gmail.com
mailto:danielle.de.smeth@gmail.com
mailto:aztobin50@gmail.com
mailto:aztobin50@gmail.com
mailto:joan@sbhockey.com
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ROE V. WADE ANNIVERSARY EVENT 

By Tara Messing 

 

On January 18, 2017, the Santa Barbara Pro-Choice Coalition presented 

“#ShoutYourAbortion – An Evening with Amelia Bonow,” hosted by the New Vic Theater 

downtown Santa Barbara.  The event was in celebration of the 44th anniversary of Roe v. 

Wade.  SBWL’s own Jennifer Smith welcomed guests and introduced the featured speaker 

Amelia Bonow, the founder of #ShoutYourAbortion campaign.   

 

The campaign evolved out of somewhat happenstance circumstances after Amelia posted 

about her own abortion on Facebook in September of 2015 after the House of Representatives 

voted to defund Planned Parenthood.  She shared how she felt an “inexpressible level of 

gratitude” towards Planned Parenthood and that “having an abortion made me happy in a 

totally unqualified way.”  Her post caught fire on social media, especially after her friend, 

Lindy West, a culture commentator, posted a photo of Amelia’s post with the hashtag 

#ShoutYourAbortion.  From there, the movement grew. 

 

Amelia wanted to give women an outlet for 

sharing their abortion stories to put their 

voices at the center of the conversation.  She 

explained, “women are allowed to talk about 

their own lives however they want to,” and to 

date, thousands of women from all 

backgrounds, races, religions, and ethnicities 

have shared their stories.  Amelia created a 

YouTube channel to record the stories, and 

encourages women to express their stories 

through other art forms. 

 

This past year, the group organized its first nationwide action, “Together for Abortion.”  

Amelia proudly reported that women from all 50 states participated.  According to her, it is 

all about visibility, especially when it comes to changing the minds of rural, middle America.  

Visibility is key to challenging people’s assumption that they do not know someone who has 

had an abortion.  Amelia explained that a goal of the organization is to show people through 

art that abortion actually happens way more than people realize.   

 

The event concluded with a fundraiser showing in real-time the audience members’ 

contributions.  Over $700 was raised for Planned Parenthood in less than 5 minutes; a truly 

astounding gesture of generosity by the Santa Barbara community.    
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PLANNED PARENTHOOD RALLY 

By Brandi Redman 

 

Amid a sea of pink “pussy hats,” around 300 protesters gathered on February 21st at the 

Courthouse Sunken Gardens to support Planned Parenthood and oppose the Republican’s vow to 

cut its funding. The emcee was our very own Danielle De Smeth, leading chants of, “My body, 

my rights;” as well as introducing the speakers. Jenna Tosh, the president and CEO of Planned 

Parenthood California Central Coast, discussed the incredible need for PP’s services for both men 

and women. About “35,000 patients” living in the Central Coast come to PP every year, “12 

percent are men.” Declaring that healthcare is a human right, she called on all of us to continue 

the fight for quality, affordable health care. “This is the biggest fight we have ever faced…But we 

have never been stronger. 

 

Next Danielle introduced several faith leaders who support Planned Parenthood, including 

Reverend Mark Asman, a founding member of the group Clergy for Choice and Planned 

Parenthood board member. He spoke briefly about the need for access to health care, including 

access to reproductive health services. Citing the Constitution, the Reverend argued that 

religious beliefs should not impede these rights. “As religious leaders we oppose any attempt to 

make specific religious doctrine concerning abortion or family planning.” 

 

Then the main event, Congressman Salud Carbajal, took the stage. He began by thanking 

Planned Parenthood employees, “that keep showing up to work for those who need you [despite] 
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the risk.” He committed to fighting against Congress’s and 

the administration’s attempts to dismantle and “chip away 

at women’s access to healthcare.” The Congressman went 

on to state, “One in five women in the United States have 

used Planned Parenthood services during their lifetime, 

and nearly 3 million women and men show up to Planned 

Parenthood for medical care annually...When Republicans 

threaten to defund Planned Parenthood, they commit to 

defunding access to cancer screenings, birth control, STD 

and HIV testing and treatment that people rely on.”   

 
Carbajal told the crowd, “I firmly believe that which 

provider a woman chooses to go to for her reproductive 
health care is not a decision that rests in the hands of 

politicians.” 
 

SBWLF’S SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON 

GUEST SPEAKER, EDVINA BARVOSA 
By Christine Monroe 

 

On March 22, 2017, Santa Barbara Women Lawyers Foundation is pleased to hold its 

annual scholarship luncheon at the University Club. The Foundation will be presenting three 

scholarships to deserving law school students, including the first Anticouni & Associates 

Scholarship. Visit sbwl.org to learn more about our scholarships, and to donate. 

 

The scholarship award ceremony will be followed by an elimination of bias MCLE-credit 

presentation 

 

 

Danielle (pictured above) ended the rally with a call to 

action, “Call your friends, family members all over the 

country and tell them to call their representatives this 

week. Stand with Planned Parenthood and defend 

women’s health…this is not a sprint, it is a marathon and 

it’s up to every single one of us to stay informed, stay 

energized and stay mobilized if we are going to win this 

fight.” 
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Santa Barbara Women Lawyers Foundation 
is pleased to invite you to our  

 

 

 

ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS LUNCHEON 

WITH MCLE PRESENTATION 
 

Date: March 22, 2017 
Location:  University Club, 1332 Santa Barbara Street 

Time:  Noon to 1:30 P.M. 

 

 
Awarding of 2017 Scholarships 

Followed by presentation on “Confronting Implicit Bias” 
by 

Edwina Barvosa, UCSB Associate Professor Gender Studies 
 

State Bar Members $40   SBWL Members $35    Students/Others $25 
 

If you wish to support SBWLF but cannot attend, please consider sponsoring 

a student or making a donation to fund future scholarships. 
 

RSVP required by March 17, 2017 to Diana Lytel at dlytel@lytellaw.com  

No tickets at the door.  Please indicate if you would like a vegetarian dish.  
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The Foundation is pleased to welcome Dr. Barvosa to speak regarding  

“Confronting Implicit Bias.” The presentation will address the prevailing perceptions, identifying 

and explaining the sources of unconscious, implicit bias, and strategies for circumventing and 

preventing unconscious bias.  

 

To attend the presentation, please RSVP to Diana Lytel by March 17, 2017 (No tickets will be 

sold at the door).  All are welcome to attend, and attorneys will receive a one-hour elimination 

of bias MCLE credit.  Also consider donating to SBWLF to fund future scholarships.  

presentation “Confronting Implicit Bias” by special guest, 

Edwina Barvosa.  Dr. Barvosa is an Associate Professor at 

the University of California, Santa Barbara.  She received a 

Master’s Degree from Cambridge, and a Ph.D. from 

Harvard.  Dr. Barvosa specializes in gender studies; applied 

social theory, especially applied constructivism; political 

science; and Latino Politics.  Dr. Barvosa has also given 

countless presentations and published numerous articles in 

these areas.  Her current research is focused on 

unconscious bias shaping major social/political systems and 

implementing deliberative democracy.  
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SAN MARCOS WINS HIGH SCHOOL MOCK TRIAL COMPETITION 
By Elvia Garcia 

 

On February 25th and March 4th, the Santa Barbara courthouse served as a beautiful 

venue to host the 2017 Santa Barbara County Mock Trial Competition.  The local high schools 

that participated in the competition were Cabrillo, Carpentaria, Dos Pueblos, Laguna Blanca, San 

Marcos, Santa Barbara, and Santa Ynez. 

  

This year, the case was People v. Awbrey.  The defendant, Mr. Awbrey, was being accused of 

human trafficking and false imprisonment.  The mock trial featured a pre-trial argument on the 

fourth and fifth amendments, as well as, the prosecution and defense sides of the case.   

  

Dos Pueblos Varsity, Dos Pueblos Junior Varsity, Santa Barbara and San Marcos all advanced to 

the semi-finals.  Dos Pueblos Varsity and San Marcos faced off in the finals with San Marcos 

winning the competition. The San Marcos team (shown below) were led by local attorneys Leila 

Noel, Barry Cappello, Neil Levinson and Hilary Dozer, as well as Luke Ohrn, a San Marcos teacher.  

SBWL wishes them luck as they compete at the California Mock Trial Competition in Riverside 

later this month.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(San Marcos Mock Trial Team)  
  

As a volunteer scorer for the mock trial program for the past three years, I am more impressed 

each year with the performance of the high school participants.  I commend them on their hard 

work and dedication. I would like to acknowledge the assistance and support provided by the 

local judges, attorneys and court personnel which helped make this a successful event.   
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MEMBERSHIP REMINDER 
 

Have you renewed your membership for 2017? Interested in joining SBWL? 

 
Stay connected with SBWL and receive discounts on events and MCLE presentations. 

 
Please complete and return the attached application today! 

 

 
SBWL OFFICERS 

 

Jennifer Smith 
President 

 

Kate McGuinness 
Vice President 

 

Allegra Geller-Kudrow 
Treasurer 

 

Elizabeth Diaz 
Secretary 

 
 

 

 

2017 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
 

 
SBWL DIRECTORS 

 

Shannon DeNatale Boyd 
Danielle De Smeth 

Lisa Franklin 
Elvia Garcia-McMurray 

Lauren Joyce 

Betty Jeppesen 
Kuldeep Kaur 

Christine Monroe 

Michelle Roberson 
 
 
 

SBWLF OFFICERS 
 

Kate McGuinness 
President 

 

Kate Lee 
Vice President 

 

Cassandra Glanville 
Treasurer 

 

Lisa Franklin 
Secretary 

 
 
 

SBWLF DIRECTORS 
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Betty Jeppesen 
Diana Lytel 

Tara Messing 

Jennifer Smith 
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