Foundation Scholarship Essay
I was born and raised in Santa Barbara, completing all of my education prior to law
school within the Santa Barbara area. I am the oldest of two children born to good, honest, and
hardworking parents who instilled in us from day one the value of independence and selfmotivation to do your best work. My dad works as a plumber and takes great pride in the quality
of his work and the honesty of his business. My mom is a physical therapist and always aims to
motivate her clients to overcome their struggles and actively work towards recovery and
independence. They brought these same qualities and expectations into our home and I thank
them every day for teaching me the importance of drive, independence, and attention to detail in
doing my best.
Growing up, I was blessed with the opportunity to take horseback riding lessons which
continued to teach me independence and confidence. I learned how to take care of a creature that
was a good deal bigger and more complicated than a dog, and I learned how to communicate and
work together with a thousand pound animal. I spent many summer days at the barn working
with the horses and making repairs to the facilities to earn more riding lessons. After close to ten
years of riding, in 2011, our dear friend Laura revealed she had colon cancer and, devastatingly,
it was terminal. She expressed her sorrow at having to sell her beloved horse Rio, a gorgeous
Appaloosa she had purchased as a young colt and trained herself. My sister and I began to take
over his care for her and at the beginning of that summer, she asked if we would keep him. We
gratefully agreed and assured her that he would have a safe and loving forever home in our
family. We spent every Sunday that summer riding Rio down trails, across fields, and up roads
until we reached Laura’s front doorstep so she could feed him some of his favorite treats. We
were honored that she entrusted us to love and care for Rio, and to this day, that is what we are
doing. I am eternally grateful for Laura’s last gift to us, because over the years, Rio has taught
me many lessons about responsibility, sacrifice, and the importance of a kind heart.
I have tried to embody the lessons I’ve learned and experiences I’ve had over the years.
Through this, I have learned that I enjoy solving problems and helping people work out solutions
to issues or questions they have. For example, my friends have long considered me to be the
“mom” of the group, the person they come to when they need practical advice or help making a
decision. When I began to work in the field of family law, I knew this was the perfect career for
me to not only utilize my skills and talents, but also a career where I can help people through a
difficult time in their lives by representing their interests and needs in a manner that brings about
an equitable resolution for all parties involved.
After my graduation from law school, I hope to work in the field of family law and
continue to grow and develop the skills I have learned on my journey thus far. I would like to
work with a law firm during my initial years following graduation, but eventually I would like to
use my knowledge and independence to open my own firm. I hope to become someone that
clients can trust to advocate for them during a difficult period in their life, and I especially hope
to be the best attorney that I can.
I have worked tremendously hard to get to where I am today and I would like to continue
to take the steps necessary to recognize these goals. Receiving this scholarship would be a
tremendous help for me to continue my education and achieve my dreams.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg Tribute Scholarship
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has served as an inspiration for girls and women for
decades, and her legacy and inspiration lives on to this day. Justice Ginsburg was confident and
unapologetic in her expectations of equality for all, speaking without hesitation for those who
were or felt unable to speak for themselves. Growing up, Justice Ginsburg experienced several
setbacks that, even if experienced individually, would be enough to cause a person to lose hope,
but she faced them head on and used them to drive her further in life. It is with utmost respect
and admiration that I aim to embrace some of Justice Ginsburg’s most admirable qualities in my
pursuit of a career in the field of law.
Justice Ginsburg stood for integrity, leadership, and independence. These are all traits
that I aim to embody in not only my education and future career, but also in my daily life. My
parents are both honest and hardworking people and they have held my sister and I to the same
standards. Honesty and integrity are traits that can seem hard to come by in a changing world,
but it is my hope that by exemplifying these traits in my interactions with others, it will not only
build up relationships based on trust and communication, but will also inspire others to act in a
similar manner throughout their life. This is something that I feel Justice Ginsburg also
demonstrated with her life’s work and it would be an honor to continue that integrity in the legal
profession.
Justice Ginsburg’s independence and leadership also serves as an inspiration to me. My
parents both raised me to be fiercely independent and self-sufficient, and Justice Ginsburg is a
testament to how independence and resourcefulness of this kind can lead to not only career
fulfillment, but also personal fulfillment as well. I admire her ability to juggle her education and
career with motherhood and maintain an equal partnership with her husband. I hope to continue
to embody both the independence that I have been taught thus far as well as some of the
leadership qualities that Justice Ginsburg had so that I can share those qualities with my clients
and colleagues in the future.
By working in family law, I hope to help people maneuver through a difficult time in
their lives, and I especially hope to help women feel confident and empowered to move forward
and find success in the new chapter of their lives. I hope to help represent women who need
someone to speak up on their behalf and who have been led to feel that they don’t have a voice
or a choice. I hope to bring equitable resolutions to all of my clients while continuing to
exemplify integrity and respectfulness in my interactions with opposing counsel and other parties
involved in these processes.
Justice Ginsburg once said that she would like to be remembered as “Someone who used
whatever talent she had to do her work to the very best of her ability.” This quote effectively
sums up the qualities of Justice Ginsburg that relate to myself, my goals, and my standards.
Justice Ginsburg was honest, hard-working, and independent, and she used those qualities to do
her best in every aspect. I too aim to use my skills and values to always do my best for not only
my clients, but also for the world around me. It is an honor to share in the legal field with Justice
Ginsburg and I hope to behave in a professional capacity that would make her proud.

